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The Problem 
To expand 21st housing options to meet the needs of 
changing urban demographics, sustainability targets 
and alternative energy requirements, all through 
smartly researched and elegantly designed housing and 
public space solutions.  There are a number growing 
community based initiatives focused on understanding 
the new forces in play as urbanized areas like San 
Francisco and New York City work to address issues 
associated with the minimum standard for creating 
livable and affordable urban dwellings.  Similarly, as 
Sunbelt cities like Atlanta continue to experience a 
move away from satellite single family bedroom 
communities towards center city, mid and high-rise 
housing blocks, sustained focus on what constitutes a 
viable public and affordable private realm is needed.    
 
Year 1 Goals 
The housing study will traverse both fall and spring 
semesters.  Fall semester students may elect to 
continue into the spring semester, though concurrency 
is not required. The series of seminars and studios will 
focus on the design and construction of medium-scaled 
ecologically-sensitive mixed residential/commercial 
developments.  Key to the course is the Incorporation of 
high-performance active and passive energy systems 
into very well-conceived and executed building and site 

design propositions.   High Performance Building   
students will participate in the seminar and serve as 
consultants to the studio. 
 
Spring Semester 
For the spring semester we will shift the focus of the 
studio from an urban and typological emphasis towards 
interiors and building envelop.  
 
Many of you have never participated in a studio with an 
immersive focus on interior design, and thus it is a very 
timely subject.   We will concentrate on narrative 
construction, mood, layering, color theory, furniture, 
furnishing/fashion and surface all with the goal of 
developing highly detailed interior environments.   I 
have some of the most talented interior designers in the 
city on line to work with the class.  You will come out of 
the studio with a deeper understanding and 
appreciation of what makes great architecture. 
 
We will make a trip to NYC to learn by seeing and 
touching what makes great interior architecture, and 
visit some of the very best rooms the city has to offer – 
from the scale of hotel rooms and apartments all the 
way up to rooms that function at the monumental 
scale.  I have a couple of NYC firms on line to share 
work. We will use the emerging work from this 
semester as a foundation for our Spring semester 
thinking, challenge some of the assumptions made thus 
far, invent new ones where needed, and refine each 
proposal by describing in detail various interior and 
exterior environments.   The students this semester are 
in the midst of some very exciting proposals.  We will 
describe every square inch of surface of key spaces 
through drawings and models. 
 
For the building envelop group, the work from this 
semester will serve as the foundation for advanced 
technical modeling, with direction from Jason Brown as 
well as myself.  We will have 1 or 2 HPB students and 
most likely a DDF student working on facades, and 
architects are of course welcome.   The collective work 
for the entire year will be exhibited in Los Angeles, and I 
am working on other exhibition outlets. 
 
Support 
The studio is very generously supported by a grant from 
the Alcoa Foundation and a gift from Resource 
Furniture, so materials and travel are paid for by the 
sponsors with assistance from the School. 

http://www.zedhstudio.com/

