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The Apartment for A Couple 
The Client and Interior Reconfiguration

 Younger generations, like Gen Y, have started to seek smaller 
places to live. They realize they don’t need a large space to live or work. 
They forsake suburban lifestyles and move into city apartments with 
nearby public amenities like retail districts and parks. The client is a 
young couple who have purchased the two-story one-bedroom apart-
ment unit at 925 Brady Avenue, and are looking forward to an interior 
reconfiguration which meets their new lifestyle. 
 Considering the fact that price usually goes up with the square 
footage of the apartments, the couple chose one-bedroom unit over 
two-bedroom unit out of budget concern. They do not currently have 
children, but may decide to have one or two in the near future. The 925 
Brady Avenue Apartment they just bought seems to have sufficient 
square footage for a growing family but doesn’t work quite well for the 
couple’s ideal lifestyle. A solution has been proposed that they can lease 
out the lower floor, which becomes a studio with a separated entrance, 
until they feel the need to retrieve the space. The long-term rental 
income they make would help balance the cost for interior works on both 
floors. The studio space remains leasable until the couple’s first child is 
mature enough to have his/her own space. It becomes leasable again 
when the couple’s last child moves out. During the time when the family 
lives upstairs, they might host overnight guests from time to time, such 
as their friends or old parents. Another decision has been made to deal 
with this issue that the living room can transform into a temporary guest-
room with capacity of at least two. 
 The couple treasures the family time before and after they have 
children. This core value leads to a concept that the living, dining, and 
cooking functions should have good connections and good qualities. As 
a result, a multi-functional dining area occupies part of the previously 
dogtrot, creating a larger southern balcony and a smaller northern bal-
cony. The space has a kitchen island which houses a retractable dining 
table and a retractable working table, enabling the couple to adjust the 
table size based on the number of users. The sliding partition for the 
living/guest room, and foldable beds on both floors are also flexible fea-
tures in this apartment. 

Facade Strategy

 To improve energy performance, a type of double-skin facade 
called box window will be installed to the SE facades of the tower. All 
double-skin windows are prefabricated modules and designed to fit into 
the gap between the precast concrete panels on the facade quickly and 
precisely. These story-high modules have a cavity between their outer 
glazing and inner glazing which provides a thermal buffer zone in cold 
weather and mediates solar heat gain in hot weather. While the solar PV 
panels on the facade generate electricity for the building, the double-
skin windows perform to reduce the energy consumption. They act as a 
whole to achieve the zero energy goal. 

5 - Zone Mini Split 54,000 Btu (4.5 Ton)
(9k + 9k + 12k +12k +12k)

Original 1-BD unit in 3-story building section

Reconfiguration

Location: 925 Brady Avenue, Atlanta

Materials of interest

Occupancy Schedule
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Floor Plan
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Lower Floor Plan
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Isometric View and Mechanical System

Upper Floor Plan

Dining/Working Area

Kitchen Components

Living/Guest Room

Corridor

Bedroom with Kid’s Room
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Board Insulation

Precast Concrete Panel

Solar Panel

Metal Stud Wall

Gypsum Board

Interior Glazing

Exterior Side Interior Side

Operable Interior Glazing

Air Outlet

Air Inlet

Exterior Glazing

Solar Louvers

Air entering the cavity
Lighting Fixture

Precast Concrete Panel

Air rising in the cavity
Warmed Air exhausted

SE Facade Double Skin Box Window Modules

Longitudinal Section Perspective

1”=1’-0”

Simulating two average climate years
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SE Double Skin Facade Air Flow
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SW Double Skin Facade Air Flow

Double Skin Box Window Section Precast Concrete Wall Section

South Facade North Facade

South Facade Precast Concrete Wall Moisture Performance


